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Brief Description:  Creating a competitive grant program for informal science, technology, 

engineering, and mathematics education.

Sponsors:  Representatives Liias, Ryu, Carlyle, Stanford, Fey, Fitzgibbon, Riccelli, Zeiger, 
Maxwell, Clibborn, Tarleton, Bergquist, Parker, Roberts, Moscoso, Farrell, Pedersen, Lytton, 
Sells, Kagi, Jinkins, Sawyer, Ormsby, Freeman, Morrell, Santos and Pollet.

Brief Summary of Bill

� Establishes a competitive grant program within the Department of Commerce to 
assist nonprofit organizations to acquire, construct, or rehabilitate, science or 
technology center, zoo, and aquarium facilities.

Hearing Date:  2/4/13

Staff:  Meg Van Schoorl (786-7105).

Background: 

The Department of Commerce (Department) manages three statutory programs that provide 
competitive state grants to non-profit organizations for local community capital projects.  Each 
program defrays a portion of the capital costs of acquiring, constructing, or rehabilitating local 
facilities.  The Building for the Arts program is targeted to arts-related facilities.  The Building
Communities Fund program focuses on non-residential community and social service centers.  
The Youth Recreational Facilities program targets non-residential youth recreation facilities that 
include a supporting social service or educational component.   

Each biennium, the Department solicits proposals for each program statewide.  Applications are 
evaluated and ranked by the Department and expert advisory committees.  The Department 
includes the ranked lists of qualified projects for each program in its capital budget request.  The
Governor may include funding for all or some of the projects in the proposed capital budget.  
The Legislature has final approval of the lists and the funding appropriated to each program.  
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Over the past two biennia, capital budget appropriations for the three programs have totaled 
$63.8 million in state bonds: $12.6 million for Building for the Arts, $40.5 million for the 
Building Communities Fund, and $10.7 million for Youth Recreational Facilities. 

Summary of Bill: 

A grant program is created to assist nonprofit organizations to acquire, construct, or rehabilitate, 
science or technology center, zoo, and aquarium facilities.   

The Department must: solicit project applications from nonprofit organizations and local 
governments statewide; evaluate and rank the applications according to objective criteria in 
consultation with an advisory committee; and submit a prioritized list of eligible recommended 
projects to the Governor and Legislature beginning with the Department's 2015-17 capital budget 
request.  The Department may not sign contracts or obligate funds until the Legislature has 
approved a specific project list.

The total recommended state funding for the biennial project list is capped at $10 million.  The 
maximum amount of state grant assistance for an individual project is 20 percent of the estimated 
or actual total capital cost, or $2 million, whichever is less.  The balance of the project cost must 
be provided from non-state sources, including cash, in-kind contributions, and the value of real 
property acquired specifically for the project purpose.  

To be eligible for funding, a zoo or aquarium facility must be for an organization accredited by 
the Association of Zoos and Aquariums.  A science or technology center facility must be for an 
organization that meets the requirements to be a member of the Association of Science and 
Technology Centers.  Qualifying organizations must also provide school programs that meet the 
state's essential academic learning requirements.  Local community support, the project's 
timeline, and existing assets that applicants may apply to the project, are among the criteria to be
considered in the evaluation process. 

The advisory committee established by the Department must include: a university faculty 
member specializing in science education, and representatives of the state science or technology 
industry, the Washington tourism alliance, and pre-K and K-12 educators.

Additional provisions require the grantee to: hold the capital improvements for an appropriate 
period of time, use the facilities for the express purpose of the grant, and repay the grant 
principal with interest if found to be in non-compliance with the contract. 

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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